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HMAS Colac was laid down at Mort’s Dock and Engineering Co Ltd, Sydney, NSW on 18 
April 1941. She was launched on 30 August 1941 by Miss M Heady, senior lady on the staff 
of Mort’s Dock and Engineering Co Ltd and was the first RAN warship to carry the name of 
the small city in the western district of Victoria. By the war’s end Mort's Dock had constructed 
fourteen of the sixty Bathurst Class corvettes.

The launching of Colac by Miss M Heady, the Head Typist of Mort’s Dock and Engineering Co 
Ltd. (AWM 009440)

The official launching party watch on as the dock valves are opened and the ship floated for 
the first time. (L: AWM 009439, R: AWM 009438).

https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Colac%204.jpg
https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Colac%203.jpg
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HMAS Colac

Colac commissioned at Sydney on 5 January 1942 under the command of Lieutenant 
Commander Dudley Charles Northam RANR(S).

https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/HMAS%20Colac_0.jpg
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Following a working up period in January 1942, Colac was assigned to anti-submarine patrol 
and convoy escort duty, operating between Townsville and New Guinea.

In December 1942 Colac and her sister ships HMA Ships Ballarat and Broome were detailed 
to transport Australian troops and land them as far forward as possible in the Buna area. The 
three vessels reached the landing point at Cape Sudest near Oro Bay without incident, but a 
few minutes later unidentified aircraft began dropping flares. Because of the threat of attack 
from enemy aircraft and from enemy warships believed to be in the area it was decided to 
retire temporarily after only 46 men had disembarked of a total of 762. 

Later the same day (14 December) the operation was successfully completed using a new 
landing position and under cover of darkness all troops were put safely ashore. During the 
remainder of the month Colac was involved in troop carrying on three further occasions.

Colac took part in Operation LILLIPUT, the reinforcement, supply and development of the 
Buna/Gona area after its capture. In March 1943 Colac detached from operations in the 
forward areas and was assigned to convoy escort duty on the Australian east coast. Enemy 
submarines were operating in the area at the time and on 26 April a convoy of five ships 
escorted by Colac and Ballarat was attacked about 20 miles south-east of Cape Byron. The 
British ship MV Limerick was hit by a torpedo. Efforts to locate and destroy the Japanese 
submarine failed but Colac rescued all but two of Limerick’s crew.

The Limerick sank stern first at approx. 0630 whilst the Colac continued to search for 
survivors. “Of a crew of 73 we picked up 71, apparently two engineers were killed in the 
explosion. The crew gave the survivors a bit of TLC, a hot brew, feed and some clothes and 
arrived in Brisbane on Tuesday 27 April 1943.”

In July 1943 Colac returned to the escort of convoys between Australia and New Guinea, 
which kept her almost constantly at sea for the remainder of the year. In January 1944 she 
resumed escort of east coast convoys for a brief period before a refit prior to further New 
Guinea service.
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HMAS Colac at sea, circa 1944. (AWM 075751, R: AWM 075753)

Members of the 6th Australian Division marching to the beachhead of But Beach, New Guinea 
to board HMAS Colac and her sister ship HMAS Dubbo in preparation for the amphibious 

assault on the Wewak Peninsula, circa May 1945. (AWM 018495)

The ship returned to New Guinea waters in April 1944. Throughout the remainder of 1944 
and the early months of 1945 she was operational on escort, patrol and transport duties as 
far forward as the Halmahera Group. In April and May 1945 Colac, in company with the 
sloop HMAS Swan and her sister ships Deloraine and Dubbo, gave bombardment support to 
operations in the Wewak area. Targets included Muschu Island, Kairiru Island, Cape Samier 
and Wewak.

https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Colac%208.jpg
https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Colac%206.jpg
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1944-08-21. A LANDING BARGE LOADED WITH TROOPS OF THE 30TH INFANTRY 
BATTALION APPROACHING THE RAN CONVOY WHICH IS TO TRANSPORT THEM TO 
ALEXISHAFEN. THE CONVOY CONSISTS OF THE FRIGATE HMAS BARCOO AND THE 

CORVETTES HMAS COLAC, HMAS DELORAINE AND HMAS ROCKHAMPTON

HMAS Colac
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HMAS Colac

In May she proceeded to Bougainville in the Solomon Islands where she took part in 
operations to prevent Japanese troops on Choiseul Island from evacuating to Bougainville 
and to harass the enemy and destroy his installations on the coast. During these operations 
Colac sustained her first casualties on 26 May when she received two hits from enemy shore 
batteries. 

The first killed two ratings and wounded two others while the second shell struck the ship on 
the waterline. She began to settle by the stern, but after movable stores, depth charges and 
fittings aft had been jettisoned, she was able to proceed for Treasury Island, but had to be 
taken under tow for the latter part of the voyage to Blanche Harbour.

Army News (Darwin) Sun 15 Jul 1945:

CANBERRA. Saturday. - The Minister for the Navy, Mr. Makin today revealed that the 
Australian corvette Colac was seriously damaged when hit by two shells from Jap shore 
batteries during operations of the Solomon’s.  One man was killed, one fatally wounded 
and two others less seriously wounded.  The dead men are Steward V. M. P. Schute of` 
Perth and AB S. R. Smith of Sydney.

Colac was badly damaged but completed her mission and then was towed to an 
Australian port. Mr. Makin also revealed that in nine months. Australian warships gave 
close support to ground troops from the Solomon’s to Okinawa and from Borneo to the 
Philippines. In the Philippines actions the Australian detachment took a big share of the 
damage and casualties suffered by the Allied fleets. Since then Colac is the only ship to 
have suffered damage in an aggregate of millions of miles covered by our ships in 
operations.
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After temporary repairs the ship was towed to Finschhafen in New Guinea. From there she 
was taken to Sydney where she arrived on 18 June 1945, to go into dockyard hands, and 
was still in dock when hostilities ended on 15 August. She paid off into Reserve at Sydney 
on 27 November 1945, without again becoming operational. She had steamed 119,991 miles 
since commissioning.

RAN ships in reserve at Village Point, Watsons Bay, Sydney, NSW, circa 1948. The corvettes 
HMAS Kapunda, HMAS Strahan and HMAS Colac are present in this image. (AWM 304877)

On 20 February 1951 Colac recommissioned for service as a training ship for National 
Service Trainees and Naval Reserve personnel. In this role she served on the Australian 
Station for two years.  She paid off into Reserve at Sydney on 30 January 1953, having 
steamed a further 33,317 miles. 

HMAS Colac as training ship

https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Colac%207.jpg
https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Colac%205.jpg
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Left: National Service trainee Don Kennett from Adelaide with full gear as he goes aboard 
Colac for three weeks. (Argus Newspaper Collection of Photographs, State Library of 

Victoria).  Right: National Service Trainees bringing their gear aboard Colac for three weeks at 
sea. (Argus Newspaper Collection of Photographs, State Library of Victoria)

Colac Paid Off at Williamstown and stripped of armament

Colac was returned to reserve on 30 January 1953. In 1962, the ship was converted into a 
tank cleaning vessel, and served in this role until 30 September 1983. Colac was not 
recommissioned during this time.

https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Colac%202.jpg
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Colac Converting to Tank Cleaning Vessel 1962

Colac working alongside HMAS Melbourne
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Colac at work cleaning tanks of HMAS Supply

Colac ceased service as a tank cleaning vessel on 30 September 1983. 

https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/HMAS%20Colac%20(3).jpg
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After more than 41 years’ service in various roles, Colac was sunk by a Mark 48 torpedo 
fired by the Oberon-class submarine HMAS Ovens in a weapons test off Jervis Bay on 4 
March 1987, in position 34°49.2´south, 151°32´east.

Colac prior to sinking

Prior to being sunk.  

https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/HMAS%20Colac%20(2).jpg
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Article about the history of HMAS Colac from Navy News, Issue August 10, 2017.

https://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Colac.png
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